Travellers in India

" The Gran Moghel," he states, " makes no
difference in his dominions between the one sort
and the other." He next mentions the preva-
lence of Hindu boy and girl marriages, of idol-
worship, and of slavery, He tells us that the
Hindu women go about " with theirrfaces un-
covered, and can be freely seen by every one
both at home and abroad/5 a remark which is
instructive in view of the change of manners
which has since taken place in this respect. The
discovery of some large artificial pools outside
Surat leads the traveller to enter upon a short
discussion of the frequent occurrence of reser-
voirs in India.

While at Surat della Valie heard several
rumours of the events which were taking place
in the Mogul kingdom, owing to the ambition
of Khurram, one j>f Jehajjgir's sons. This leads
him t(Tente?~upoii a long sketch, in which we
need not follow him, of the previous history of
the Mogul rulers of Hindustan. It is both accu-
rate and informing. It is from della Valle, among
others,that we hear that the unfortunate Khursu,
Jehangir's eldest son, only had his eyes<c sewn
up5"* and not put out, by his father's orders.

On leaving Surat, della Valle went to Cam-
bay. Here, of course, like all others, he noticed
the remarkable reverence for animal life that
prevailed. He visited a " Hospital of Birds,17

* Tbis probably means that a bandage was sewn round the bead so that
tiie eyes were blindfolded.

130